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Preface

On this occasion of the 125th Anniversary Year of the founding of Rikkyo Gakuin
(i.e., St. Paul’s University and Affiliated Schools), the 4th and 5th volumes of the History
of Rikkyo Gakuin are herewith published. These two volumes comprise the letters
written by Rikkyo’s founder, Bishop Channing Moore Williams, from 1859 to 1908.

These volumes had originally been planned to be published in 1974, the 100th
Anniversary Year of Rikkyo Gakuin. Moreover, some 30 years ago, Rikkyo’s eminent
historian, the late Professor A. Ebisawa, who headed the Editorial Committee for
Rikkyo’s Centenary Observance had begun preparation. In 1967, a member of that
committee, the late Professor K. Yazaki, went to America to do research and gather
information on Bishop Williams and the history of Rikkyo. One of the places he visited
was the Seminary in Austin Texas, where he found on the 2nd floor the Archives of the
Episcopal Church. He gained permission to take photographs of letters, and bring them
back to Japan. The Committee began to translate these letters into Japanese, but this task
was extremely difficult. Unfortunately, this work was never completed.

Later on, in 1988, a plan was made to publish the Bishop Williams Letters as material
for the 125th anniversary of the founding. Also, beginning that year (1988), the American
Episcopal Church undertook to send NSKK microfilms of the Japan Records; and these
were kept in Rikkyo University’s Library for the time being. In view of this new
development, the plan was changed to one by which we would publish the Bishop’s
letters in the English which appeared in Japan Records. Some of the photographs of
letters which Prof. Yazaki brought back were the same as the Japan Records by
comparison with these microfilms. Moreover, with the kind cooperation of Mr. Mark J.
Duffy (Church Archives’ Director), it was found that portions of the China Records and
Clergy Biographical Files showed correspondence with the photographs of Prof. Yazaki.
We are very grateful to Mr. Mark J. Duffy and Ms. Jennifer Peters for their helpful
assistance and cooperation.

To publish the Bishop’s letters in these volumes, we chose his handwritten letters or
reports from the Japan Records, China Records, Clergy Biographical Files in the
Archives, and also from the letters in the possession of Rikkyo University and the
Diocese of Kyoto.

The work of faithfully transcribing the Bishop’s letters and editing some of his
sentence constructions and word choices of 150 years ago has been done by retired
Rikkyo University Professor G. S. Lehman and The Rev. Dr. B. D. Tucker, author of a
recently published book of Bishop Williams’ life. They managed to keep all of the
original text while adding alternatives in modern English for easy reading.

January 25th, 2000
Kaoru Ugawa Ph. D.
Chairman of the Committee for Historical Documents



Editors’ Forewords

In editing these letters (all of which were handwritten), the primary condition which
had been set for us was that the Bishop’s original words, phrases, spellings, etc., should
be preserved, just as he had written them —while at the same time rendered
understandable to all who would be reading them. We have attempted to accomplish this
—mainly by arrow-bracketing <.....> the original words or phrase to be edited, followed
immediately by our edited words or phrase in brackets [.....]. Because of the rather
numerous places where editing seemed to be needed, this method may indeed become
intrusive to those readers who are knowledgeable in Church history, and whose native
language is English; but we hope it will be helpful to many other readers in clarifying the
Bishop’s not infrequent use of English which is sometimes quite unfamiliar —or,
occasionally, even incorrect.

The great majority of the Bishop’s letters were addressed to one or another of the
Church leaders in the New York offices of the Church —whose letters to the Bishop, we
of course were not privy to. And so it was quite often a source of difficulty for us in
cases in which the Bishop was writing in reply to a particular letter, for in responding to
such, he usually began simply and only with, “In reply to yours of ‘such-and-such’ a
date”. Thus it often remained for us to determine what the particular problem was that he
was writing about, so that we could deduce whether or not any portion of that letter
needed any editing.

In addition to the method described above, we have used also several other marks or
symbols to indicate what has been edited (misspellings, unnecessary repetitions, probable
omissions, etc.). We would ask the reader kindly to read the key and keep it available for
ready reference.

Gene Lehman

Co-editor

PECUSA Lay Missionary to Japan

(1954 to the present) ’
(Professor, Ret’d, Rikkyo Univ. College of Science, Dep’t of Chemistry)
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It is an honor to have been allowed to help in the editing of Bishop Channing Moore
Williams’ letters. Some time ago it was suggested to me that I should try to write a
biography of Bishop Williams. Although I had no qualifications for doing so, I was very
interested in his life and all that he had accomplished. T also realized that I had followed
in Bishop Williams’ footsteps, however unworthily, in several ways. Like him I
graduated from Virginia Theological Seminary. Bishop Williams served for three years
in Shanghai, and that is the city in which I was born and lived until I was eleven, and also
in 1945-46. He was then sent as a missionary to Japan where he served almost fifty
years. I myself was sent to Japan and served thirty-nine years. Bishop Williams ended
his life as a missionary in Kyoto, and that is where I served the last twenty-three years of
my work in Japan.

When I started to write my biography of Bishop Williams I did not know that Rikkyo
Gakuin was editing his letters. When I discovered this, I realized that I could not write
the biography without having read all these letters myself, and so I asked if I could be
allowed to help in editing them. Fortunately I was permitted to do so and am very
grateful. For this reason I would like to thank Professors Kaoru Ugawa and Gene
Lehman, and Ms. Ichige Yamamuro, who helped me tremendously, and all the others
who did the work which made this publication possible.

Through these letters we can come to know something of the character of Bishop
Williams, his faith in God, and his love and total dedication to the service of the people of
Japan; his humility, courage, patience, and wisdom; his capacity to lead and plan for the
success of the mission in the face of enormous difficulties and with limited resources.
His life is an inspiration to all who come to know it. It is my prayer that many may read
these letters, and through them, learn of the life of this great man, the founder of the
Nippon Seikokai, Rikkyo Gakuin, and of many other institutions and churches.

B. D. Tucker

Co-editor

Missionary to Japan 1953-1992
York, Maine, USA
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1. *This paper is always to be use for letters and Reports to the Mission
Rooms in New York, and for all official business within the
jurisdiction, and for nothing else. Write only on this side of the paper.

Japan Mission Protestant Episcopal Church
Station 188

2. 1OFAID 3T D A,
PAS 1 @ “Japan Mission...188 7 & &z A —~y FlZh->T5 %
0)0
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Key to Symbols and Other Marks Inserted in the Text by the Editor

No.

Mark

[]

<> ]

(]

(+]

(7

[sic]

Purpose

As an alternative expression
for the one word preceding the
brackets, if that word lacks
clarity

As an alternate expression for
the two or more words enclosed
by < >, if those words lack
clarity

As the correction of a misspelled
word

As an indication of a word
(or words), repeated evidently
by mistake

As an indication of the addition
of a word which has been quite
evidently omitted by mistake

To indicate place in the copy
manuscript where a word or
words were illegible and
undecipherable

To indicate a word, or group of
words, which may have been
wrongly deciphered; or which,
even if correctly deciphered,
still is not clear in its meaning

Used here in the same way as
it is ordinarily used: that is, to
indicate a word which seems to

Example

“Our work is trying [so difficult],
but we must do our best...

“It is very doubtful <if this can be
gotten into workingorder> [that
this project can be operated
successfully], but...

“With referrence [reference)
to your letter of May 25th...

“The Missionaries who are
working in Tokio and Osaka,
and {and} their wives, will
attend the Conference...

“Spending at least three hours
every day studying Japanese is
[+ the] best way for a missionary
to become useful in his work...

“I am sending to you, enclosed
herewith, my report on >...> for
the month of March, and also
>...>. Kindly let me know...

“The value of Mexican dollars
can be compared favourably
with Chinese Taels [?] in
Japan...

“If additional funds could be
appropriated next year to build
another Church then, how



10. %

the reader to be certainly unhappy [sic] we would be!
a mistake and whose given usage

is highly improbable if judgment

is based on the surrounding context

and previous knowledge of the

subject that it refers to —a word

which an editor or a reader may,

of course, question, but must not

change

Placed after the letter’s title indicates that the letter has two kind of
letterheads as follows:

Type 1:

“*This paper is always to be used for letters and Reports to the Mission
Rooms in New York, and for all official business within the jurisdiction, and
for nothing else. Write only on this side of the paper.

Japan Mission Protestant Episcopal Church
Station 188 ”

Type 2: Composed of the first three lines of the Type 1.

Placed after the letter’s title indicates that the first page and all following
pages have the same letterhead as the Type 2.

11.Bold letters Printed sentences or words.

12. Italic

Sentences or words not written by Bishop Williams.
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Abbreviations List

TLO

Correct Full Spelling of the probably
intended word or words
about

account

account current
accounting

account(s)

additional

affectionate

after

against

Agent

Alabama

Alexandria

America

American

American Board of Commissioners
for Foreign Mission
American Church Mission
amount

annum

appointment
appropriation

April

article

Association

August

Auxiliary

Avenue

balance

Baptist

been

between

Bible Society

Bible Woman

Bill of Lading

AU EE

Abbreviations

(as taken from the original text)
abt, ab’t

acct, acc’t

alc

alc

acct(s), Acct(s), acc’t(s), Acc’t(s)
addl, addl., Addl.

aff

af

ag’st, aga’t

Ag’'t

Ala.

Alexa

Am, Am:

Amn, Am:, Amern

AB.CEM.

A. C. Mission

am, amt, am’t, amont, amon’t
an, an:

appt, appt.

appn, Appn, appn., apprn
Apl, Apl., Ap’l

art, Art, art:, Art:

Ason, Aso, Associan, Assn
Aug, Aug:, Aug.

Auxy

Av, Ave

Bal

Bapt

bn

bet.

B.S., B. Socy, B.Sy
B.Woman

B/L



Bishop
building
California
Canon

care of
Chapter
Chinese
Christ
Christian
Christians
Christianity
Christmas
Church
Church Missionary Society
colored
Colossians
Commentary
committee
Common
communion
Company
concession
Connecticut
Convention
could
county
currency
Daily News
December
Deo Volente
Department
different
Dispensary
dollar
Domestic
each
England
English
Ephesians
Episcopal

Bp, Bp.
build’g

Ca:, Cala, Cal
Can, can, Can:, Can.
c/o

Ch

Ch, Ch:

Xst

Xn

Xns

Xnity, Xty
Xstmas

Ch, Ch:, Ch.

CMS, C.M. S., Church Missy Society

cold

Col

Comy

Come, Come.

Comn

Comn, Comn.

Copy, Co, Co., Cy, Coy
Conn, conn

Connt

Conn, Convn

cd

Co

Cy, Ccy

D News

Dec, Dec., Decr, Decr.
D.V.

Dept, Dept.

dift, difft., dif’t

Dispy

doll, doll’s

xii

Domes, Domes., Domes:, Dom, Domc

ea.
Engld
Engl, Eng
Eph

Episl, Epis
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equivalent
et cetera
expenses
favor
February
feet

foot
Foreign
freight
general

gold

good
Government
governor
Greek
Hackney
had

have
History
Hong Kong
hours
Illinois

inch

instant
January
judgement
Letter of Credit
Lexington
Los Angeles
Lot

Maison and Hamlin
March
Maryland
Master of Arts
maximum
medical
messieurs
Methodist
Mexican
Mexicans

equiv

and C, and ¢

exps

favr, favr.

Feby, Feb.

ft

ft

Forn, Forn., Forn:

frgt, fgt

Genl, Genl., Gen’l

g, G.

gd

Govent, Gov’'nt, Gov’'n’t, Govern’t, Govnt
gov’r, Govr.

Gk

Hack

hd.

hv, hv.

Histy

Hg Kg, H.Kg, Hg Kong, HK
hrs

1.

in, in:

Inst, inst, Inst., Ins’t
Jany, Jan’y

judgt

L/C, L/Credit

Lex.

L.A.

L

M and H.

Mar, Mar:, Mar.

Md

M.A.

max

medl, Medl

Messrs.

Meth

Mex, mex, Mex:, Mex., mex.
Mexs, mexs, Mexs., mexs.



missionary
missionaries
month(s)

New Jersey
New Testament
New York
November
number
October

Old Testament
page

per annum

per month
percent
Philadelphia
Phillippians
post office
Postal Order
pounds

prayer book
preparatory
Presbyterian
Presbyterians
pro tempore
Protestant
Protestant Episcopal
proximo
psalms
Railroad
received
returned
Reverend
Rhode Island
Roman Catholic
salary

saralies

San Francisco
scholarship
secretary
section(s)

Missy, Missiy, Missy.

Misss, Misss.
mo(s)
NJ

N:Tes’t, New Test, N.T., N Test

N.Y., N. York

Nov, Nov., Nov:, Novr, Novr.

No, no
Octr, Oct:

O.Test, O Test., Old Test:, O:Test:

%
pr an

pr: mo:, prmo, primo, pr month

pret, prc’t, prict
Phila, Phil:, Phila.
Phil

P.Office

P.O.

Ibs

Pr Book, Pr. Book, Pr Bk

Prepy

Presbyn, Presbn, Pres.

Presbyns
pro tem:
Prott, Prot:, Prots

X1V

Prot. Episl, Prot. Episl., P.E., Prot: Episl

prox

ps

R Road, R.R., RR
recd, recd.

retd, retd.

Revd, Rev:, Rev, Rev.

R.IL

R.C., R. Cathc, R. Catholic

Saly, saly

sals, Sals, sals., Sals.,

S. F., S. Francisco
Schp, schp

secy, Secy, Secrey, Sec

sec, Sec, Secs
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seminary

September

should

society

societies

southern

Society for the Propagation of the Gospel
Spirit of Mission
square

St. Margaret’s

St. Paul’s

St. Timothy’s
Standing Committee

steamer
steamship
sterling
street
subscription
subsection
Sunday School
Taels
Testament
theological
theology
traveling
Treasurer
Trinity
Tsukiji

U.S. Currency
ultimo
United States
Virginia
volume
volumes
west

which

would

years

Yen

Semy

Sept, Sept:, Septr, Septr., Sep, Sep:
shd, shd.

Socy

Socs

So:, So, So.

SPG, S.P.G.

Sp. of Miss., Sp. of Missions, Sprit of Misss
sq

St. M’s

St. P’s

St. T’s, St.Timy

Stand’g Come, Stand’g Come.,
Standg Come, Standg. Come.

Str

S.S.

st’g

st

subs, Subs

Subsec

S.S., SS., S.School,
Tls, Ts, Ts:

Test, Test:

Thel, Thel., The’l, Theol, Theol., Theo’l
theoly

travg, travelg

Tr

Trin

Ts’kiji, Tskiji

U.S. Cy

ult, ult.

U.S., U. States, U States
Va, Va.

vol, Vol

vols

w

wh, wh:

wd, wd.

yrs

Yn
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Yokohama Yokoa, Yokoha, Yokoma
your yr
yours yrs
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001 To Unidentified Person, 1859.5.26.
Shanghai May 26th, 1859
Rev and dear Brother

I am unable to write you fully by this mail, as was my intention. Sickness in Mr.
Syle’s family has made it necessary for him to try the benefit of a short trip to the
Country, and his absence has prevented my leaving for Japan immediately after the
receipt of your letter. Soon after his return, wh will be in a week from this time, I expect
to <get off>[leave]. I go to Nagasaki —as directed by the For: Com:— but I trust we
shall very soon receive letters from you authorizing us to establish the Mission at
Kanagawa for the present. We could then easily remove to Yedo in 1862 when, by
Treaty stipulations, foreigners will be permitted to reside at the Capital. Besides the great
advantage —mentioned by Mr. Harris— of being at the great centre of influence —the
heart of the Empire— we shall have another advantage in being removed from close
proximity to the Dutch, whose manner of life has not been calculated to recommend Xnty
to the Japanese, and who will, probably, throw obstacles in our way. Mr. Donkers
Curtins, the Dutch minister, has said he is determined that no Dutch Missionary shall
come to Japan. This shows that, though he has no power to prevent us from going there,
he had the will to hinder us in our work. It is in very striking contrast to the honorable
course worthy of the Christian representative of a Christian Nation taken by our Consul
General, Mr. Townsend Harris. By going to Kanagawa we shall, probably, not have the
bad influence of sailors to contend against, as Nagasaki will be the great port of Japan at
least for many years to come. Already there are six or eight American and English
houses established there, and vessels go and come from there every week.

No letters have been recd from Mr. Liggins since the news of his appointment as
Miss’y to Japan reached us. Please say to Mr. Aspinwall that his letter enclosing Credit
on B. S. & Co. for £300 to be applied to the uses of the Japanese Mission has been recd.

In haste

Yours very truly

C. M. Williams

P.S. <Please forward the enclosed letter and oblige>[Please do me the favor of
forwarding the enclosed letter].

C. M. Wms

002 To Aspinwall, 1860.3.6.
Nagasaki March 6th, 1860
James S. Aspinwall, Esqr.
Dear Sir
<I beg to hand you>[Please accept this] the account of the Treasurer of the Mission
up to 1st of March. As Mr. Liggins was unable to draw off his account before sailing, he
desired [asked] me to copy and forward it to you. He will write [+ to you] from England
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about some of the items contained in it. With regard to our Salaries, I would remark that
we thought it best to let them remain the same as in Shanghai, till the 1st of Jan’y.
Having ascertained the cost of living, <and C>[etc.],<they are reduced>[I reduced them],
from that date, to six hundred ($600) Mexican dolls [dollars] pr annum.

Bp: Boone writes [informed us] that it is necessary for us to make an estimate of the
expenses of the Mission this year, in order that the Committee [Foreign Committee] may
take action on the subject. As I do not know what expense Dr. Smidt will <be at>[have]
in the practice of his profession, I can only give an approximate estimate. If he is an
unmarried man, and lives in this house, estimating his salary at $600, I should think the
whole expense will be less than two thousand ($2000) dolls.

Hoping soon to have a remittance from you, as our Treasury is in debt, I am

Yours very respectly [respectfully)
C. M. Williams
P.S. In the above estimates uo allowance is made for Mr. Liggins.

003 To Boone, 1860.4.7.
Nagasaki April 7th, 1860
My Dear Bishop

Your favour [letter] of March 15th came duly to hand. Please assure the Bishop of
Victoria that I shall be most happy to render him any assistance in my power during his
stay in Nagasaki. I only regret that I am unable to afford him those comforts to which he
has been accustomed. If he can <put up with>[bear] the indifferent fare [food] and
accommodations which he will find, I shall be glad to have him stay with me. I'll meet
him at the Steamer on his arrival.

With regard to the probability of Mr. Liggins’ return, it is impossible for me to
express an opinion. I do not know his disease. Dr. McGowan thought it was not organic.
Mr. Liggins began to suspect, just before leaving, that it might be consumption
[tuberculosis]. He certainly has a decidedly consumptive build [physique]; and when he
<takes cold>[has a cold], his cough is very much that of a consumptive person. But even
if it were positively certain that he would return, it seems to me advisable that there
should be another clerical man attached to this Mission. We want a ripe scholar among
us. Neither Mr. Liggins or [nor] myself are scholars. The whole work of translating the
Scriptures is yet to be done, and our Church should have a good scholar in the field,
<well furnished for>[quite knowledgeable in] this branch of Missionary work. For my
part, I should wish our Church represented here by a man inferior to none, who shall be
appointed by the Board [+ of Missions].

The Church owes it to herself to see that she has a representative in Japan equal in all
respects to any Missionary who shall come to this field. She [The Church] should make
herself felt and should take the lead in every good word and work. I do not consider it a
lack of Charity for me to say [+ that] I do not think Mr. Liggins is such a man as has been
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described —and T know I am not. I wish very much you could think with me in this
matter, and use your influence to induce the Committee to send out such a man.

The <Japansche goya>[?], which you requested me to send, was put in Mrs. Boone’s
box [trunk]. I expected it would reach Shanghai before the Mail Steamer. I hope the box
reached you safely. The Japanese coins for Mrs. Boone and yourself will be sent by first
opportunity.

With affectionate regards to Mrs. Boone, I am

Yours very truly
C. M. Williams
[+ To] Rt. Rev. W. 1. Boone
Shanghai
[+ P.S.] Ap’l 11th —The Bishop of Victoria asks me to add a postscript and say that he
arrived safely. He sends kind regards. The“Yang-to” made the passage [trip] in 50 hours
from Shanghai. The Bp took me by surprise, as <you wrote>[had written] he would
come by the “Azof”.
Yrs C. M. Wms

004 To Denison, 1860.6.30.
Nagasaki June 30th, 1860
Rev. and dear Brother

The last mail brought your letter of Jan’y13th, directed [addressed] to Mr. Liggins, in
which you inform us that the Comumittee sanction a change of Station from Nagasaki to
Kanagawa, if approved by Bishop Boone. The Bishop is of opinion that for purposes of
learning the language and preparing the elementary books necessary for our work,
Nagasaki is the more suitable place.

When Mr. Liggins asked for permission to make the change, we were not in
possession of many facts and much valuable information, which has since [+ then] come
to our knowledge. No Missionary had then resided there. But our judgements were
formed from the very decided opinion of Mr. Harris, expressed to us separately, and also
from such information as we could gather from persons who had visited Kanagawa. But
in Jan’y last, in reply to a series of questions, Dr. Hepburn wrote me a letter which, with
some other considerations, entirely changed our views of the desirableness of removing
from Nagasaki for the present. From this letter —a copy of which is herewith
transmitted— you will learn how much less satisfactory is the position of the
Missionaries there than with us. They have great difficulty in procuring teachers, are
regarded with suspicion, and have but [only] little communication with the people. Here,
however, teachers are now easily secured, and we are not conscious of any restrictions on
the intercourse of the people with us. They certainly visit us with great freedom. Then
again, when Yedo is opened to Merchants in 1862 to Merchants, if Missionaries will not
be allowed to reside there, as Mr. Harris thinks most probable, no advantage is to be
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gained by a residence in Kanagawa. It is only a small town, and its inhabitants are the
poorer classes of merchants, shopkeepers, artizans, and fishermen, without intelligence or
influence. Nagasaki on the contrary has a population of about 75,000 inhabitants, a large
number of whom are respectable merchants, and the people generally seem most
favorably disposed to foreigners. It might have been expected, that <after the shameful
indignities the Dutch suffered the Authorities to heap upon them, foreigners would be
held in great contempt>[because the Dutch missionaries, merchants, and others in
Nagasaki had been badly treated by the Japanese authorities, all foreigners would be
greatly mistreated]. This however does not appear to be <the case>[true]. The
experience of persons who have visited Kanagawa is that quite [just] as much respect is
shown us here [+ as in Kanagawa]. In addition to the above reasons, it is now ascertained
[+ that] there are in Yedo many disaffected [dissatisfied] princes, unfavourable [opposed]
to the liberal measures of the present Government, in its intercourse with other nations.
Their [These princes’] spies are continually on the watch for some unguarded [improper]
act of foreigners, out of which they may <make political capital>[misuse for personal
gain]. This makes it necessary that the Missionary should be especially careful, and
consequently takes away much of his liberty.

The Government has already commenced to curtail their liberty. It has placed guards
before the doors of all foreigners residing in Kanagawa, and surrounded the houses of the
different Consuls with high post fencing so that no one can come or go without the
knowledge of the officials. They are also digging a canal in the rear of Yokohama, which
when completed will make it a second Deshima. The reason assigned for all this by the
Authorities is that it is necessary for the protection of the foreign residents. Some of
these, however, think there is no great danger to be apprehended, but that it is a pretence
[hoax], in order that they may be put [kept] under more strict surveillance.

Bishop Boone informs me [+ that] he has sent, at my request, an appeal for another
Missionary for Japan. It is greatly to be desired that the Committee will respond
favourably to it, and [+ that] a suitable man be found to answer to the call. The great
desideratum [need] in this Mission mentioned in my letter to Bp: Boone was a
<thoroughly ripe>[fully trained] scholar, who should render assistance in the translation
of the Scriptures, and preparation of books. But of course this is not the only, nor most
important, qualification necessary. First of all he must be a man of large-hearted piety
[godliness], of deep, ardent love to [for] the Lord Jesus, and for souls for whose salvation
the Savior was content [willing] to die. He should have patience as well as perseverance
—one who can labour on quietly, without being discouraged, till [until] God in His own
good time shall open a wide and effectual door for proclaiming the everlasting Gospel in
Japan. He should be a man of <great prudence>[wise discretion] and sound [safe]
judgement. One [A man] with much “zeal without knowledge”, by a single ill-judged,
rash act, might retard the progress of our work many years. In China, on account of the
weakness of the government, the Authorities overlook many things which are not in strict
accordance with the provisions of the treaties. But the case is different in Japan. They











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































